
July was a hot month! Barbara and I have not traveled 

much, with the hot weather or the rain. We rode to Jack-

son, TN on July 2nd. We enjoyed the ride to the Tennes-

see/Alabama Hamburger Run with our friends. There are 

still many events coming up in the next few months. 

Check them out on our website or in the newsletters, and 

also on the www.tngwrra.org under event schedule. Au-

gust is open for Barbara and I we will try to take in a few 

chapter meetings and have some rides for the chapter as a 

whole. If you have a ride you would like to do please feel free to email me.  

I want to ask you to keep Joann Hill in your prayers. Joann is the wife of David Hill 

our Assistant Ride Educator. Joann has been battling cancer and the doctors say there is 

not much more they can do for her. SO, I would like your prayers and good thoughts 

for Joann and David as they go through this battle. They are our good friends and mem-

bers of this organization. 

In September, I am committed to work an event at the Columbia and Franklin Wal-

Mart stores. This event is a hunting event all the Wal-marts are bringing dealers from 

all over the area. American Honda is working with Wal-mart and having there dealers 

set up tents and bring in ATVôs, MUVôs and other things for the hunting event. This 

will be setup in the parking lot. So far, Sept 9-11 in Columbia and Sept 16-18 in Frank-

lin, I may have another but not sure yet. 

Now in October, I am planning on going to 2 events. October 7th Barberôs Motorsports 

park and October 29, Paris Landing Chapter Nôs Fun Day. I want us to ride up Friday 

night and spent the night then attend the fun day Saturday. Please join me!!! We will 

also have a fall color ride. 

As of August 1, 2011, we have a new Tennessee District Director, Richard & Becky 

Griffin. They held the position of Chapter Director of Chapter D Nashville, TN and 

Assistant Tennessee District Directorôs for the past year.  So we wish they well!!! 

Our September Meeting we will be drawing for the Chrome Wheels. You do not have 

to be present to win. If you want tickets please call me and make arrangements to get 

some tickets. 931-607-5836 

 

Chapter Directorõs: David & Barbara Jordan 
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Picking up a dropped GoldWing 
This Page tells you how to go about picking up a GoldWing which 

has ended up on the ground.  Most times a GoldWing ends up on the 

ground it will be because of rider error during slow speed maneu-

vring; advice on hope to avoid dropping your bike and how to cushion its fall when dropping becomes un-

avoidable is provided in a separate Page in the Rider Education Section of this Website. 

The advice on this Page doesnôt aim to cover all aspects of dealing with all possible scenarios in which a 

GoldWing might have gone down and need recovery.  What weôre dealing with here is dropping the bike 

inadvertently, usually as a result of a low speed manoeuvring error when the rider looses control.  Weôre not 

trying to cover all aspects of all the more spectacular possibilities such a high speed loss of control or colli-

sion leading to grounding, when there may have been considerable damage to the bike and expert recovery 

and an engineerôs examination should take place before the bike is ridden again. 

A GoldWing which has been dropped at slow speed will usually have suffered little if any harm and injuries 

to rider or passenger are also unlikely ï except of course to the riderôs pride. 

Picking up a GoldWing which has fallen to the ground is a daunting prospect if you have never done it be-

fore but donôt worry, itôs not as difficult as you might think.  Even a relatively small person can pick up a 

GoldWing without assistance if they use the proper technique, as described below.  As with many lifting 

tasks, itôs all about using the right technique. 

When you have dropped your bike the natural tendency, especially if itôs never happened to you before, will 

be to get straight on with trying to lift it up.   This is potentially a mistake and could lead to additional and 

unnecessary damage to your bike.  Much better to take your time, take stock of the situation properly and 

then apply the lifting drill described on this Page carefully and methodically. 

So itôs care and technique that gets a GoldWing back on its wheels without additional damage, rather than 

brute strength ï although of course it does involve the application of strength too.  But a small person, male 

or female, can usually lift a GoldWing unaided if necessary, so it doesnôt by any means call for superhuman 

strength. 

You may also need to fend off (or at least contain the enthusiasm of) willing helpers ï at least until you are 

ready to tell them precisely what you want them to do.  Helpful bystanders gathering around and grabbing 

hold of and lifting with the wrong parts of the bike, such as the trunk lid or trim rails, could easily cause ex-

tra damage. 

The following step-by-step drill for getting your GoldWing upright again should make life easier for you. 
S T E P  1  ð S T A B I L I Z E  T H E  S I T U A T I O N  

Assuming you are not injured and therefore donôt need assistance yourself, there will be no great urgency in 

dealing with the bike, which will come to no further harm once itôs come to a rest on the ground for a 

while.  If by some freak happening the bike is engulfed by fire or some other life-threatening situation arises 

then there clearly would be a need to move quickly but in the ordinary situation of a GoldWing having gone 

to ground, there is no hurry at all about picking it up. 

Ride Educator:    Tim Smith 
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Unless your passenger looks to be injured or distressed, your first action should be to take stock of the over-

all situation, including where the bike is lying in relation to other traffic or pedestrians, the slope if any of 

the ground and checking, just in case, that the bikeôs engine has stopped (it should do this automatically as 

the tilt switch kicks in) and there is no fluid, especially petrol, leaking from the bike ï which there shouldnôt 

be. 

Your passenger is unlikely to have been physically injured and may even have remained seated, wondering 

why the bike is leaning over further than usual but also what all the fuss is about.  A GoldWing doesnôt lean 

over all that far when it drops on to its crash bars and a passenger who is holding on to the hand-grips will 

not find it difficult to stay in position. 

(Doing this is to be encouraged because it effectively prevents any risk of a foot or ankle injury as the bike 

falls.  Passenger foot or ankle injuries might occur if a passenger has tried to be helpful, or has responded 

instinctively, by sticking a foot down as the bike drops which has somehow ended up being trapped under 

something (rear crash bars or pannier) but this is pretty unlikely.  Briefing your GoldWing passengers be-

fore their first ride to stay in the seat, hold on to the hand-grips and keep their feet on the footboards what-

ever happens is good safety practice.) 

Even though there has been no physical injury your passenger may have been alarmed by experiencing the 

bike going down, especially if itôs a novel experience.  Taking a few moments to ask your passenger if she/

he is OK and making suitably reassuring and comforting remarks will safeguard against this possibility.  It 

might also reduce the risk of a frightened, frustrated or angry passenger deciding there and then never to 

ride with you again ï or even worse that youôre not going to be allowed to ride again either! 
S T E P  2  ð P R E P A R I N G  T H E  B I K E  F O R  L I F T I N G  

Before you start lifting, it is important to stabilize the bike, so it wonôt run away with you as it comes up to 

the vertical: 

The engine will have stopped automatically but turn off the ignition switch anyway. 

If the bike has gone right over and is resting on itôs mirrors or handlebars with the wheel off the ground, use the handlebars 

or passenger hand-grips (from the downed side) to rock it back over on its crash bars to get its wheels back on the ground.  (This 

is a rocking rather than a lifting maneuver, is  easily done and does not require much strength.) 

Next ensure that the bike is in gear so it will be prevented from rolling either forwards or backwards as it lifts.  (It may well 

be in gear already but if not move the gear pedal with your hand to engage a gear, reaching under the bike if necessary.) 

Put the handlebars right over so that the front wheel point down to the ground, so that the downhill handlebar grip is to the 

rear of the bike. 

Consider applying the steering lock to keep the handlebars in this position during the lift.  Although this is not essential, it 

will help to fix the handlebars in the optimum position for lifting. 

F I N A L L Y  I F  T H E  B I K E  H A S  F A L L E N  T O  T H E  R I G H T ,  P U T  T H E  S I D E  S T A N D  O U T  S O  I T  I S  

R E A D Y  F O R  U S E  I N  H O L D I N G  T H E  B I K E  O N C E  I T  H A S  B E E N  L I F T E D  O F F  T H E  G R O U N D .  

S T E P  3  ð G E T  I N T O  P O S I T I O N  T O  S T A R T  T H E  L I F T  

You may not need help to lift the bike but if there are people offering to help it will be easier and safer to 

accept their offer BUT make sure they understand that: 

They will be lifting the equivalent of a 25kg sack of potatoes by leaning forwards and pulling towards them, so if they have a 

bad back or have any doubts about their ability to do this lift safely they should not offer to help. (A 25kg sack of potatoes is 

probably an exaggeration of whatôs really involved but hopefully this warning will make it less likely they will sue you success-

fully if they do strain their back!) 
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There are parts of the bike which are too weak to be used to lift it up, so in order to avoid causing damage they must grip 

only where you tell them to grip and lifting only when and how you tell them to lift (please). 

You will have your back to the bike as it is lifted from the ground and the aim is to raise the bike to a vertical position and 

then hold it there while you turn around prior to parking it on its side stand. 

They will be helping to lift a heavy motorcycle together, as a team, and sharing the load, so no need to be a hero and tryu to 

all the work themselves, just take a fair share. 

There is room around a GoldWing for up to four people to help you lift but any more than that and they will 

get in yours or each otherôs way and/or run out of safe places to grip the bike.  If you have more than four 

offering to help you. pick four (or less, as you feel is best) who look like they will do as they are told.  Po-

litely ask the rest to stand clear so they donôt get in the way and donôt get hurt. 

Your lifting position will be on the down-side of the bike facing away from it.  Your helpers will be posi-

tioned  (in order of priority, depending on how many you have) as follows: 

1. Standing on the up-side, facing the riderôs seat, left hand on the passenger hand-grip 

2. Standing on the up-side, facing the panniers, right hand on the passenger hand-grip 

3. Standing on the up-side, facing the ignition key, left hand gripping the handlebar inboard of the brake or clutch master cylin-

der (i.e.not gripping the handlebar grip) 

4. Standing on the down-side, facing the ignition key, right hand gripping the end of the handlebar grip (your hand will also be 

on this grip, inside his). 

With or without helpers, your own position for lifting the bike is on the down-side, facing away from the 

bike in a sitting position with the very bottom of your back (i.e. the back of you ñbuttò) against the lower 

edge of the riderôs seat. Your knees will be half bent, your feet will be together and flat on the ground and 

you will be leaning backwards, one hand on the passenger grip and the other on the handlebar grip. 

Brief your helpers (if any) to pull (from the up-side or lif (from the down-side as you start to lift yourself. 
S T E P  4  ð L I F T I N G  T H E  B I K E  T O  T H E  V E R T I C A L  

If you are using helpers make doubly sure than everyone understands what the plan is ï to get the bike ver-

tical and then hold it there while you turn around before parking it on the side stand. 

And then comes the clever bit, the pushing technique which you will use which makes all the differ-

ence.  Your grip with your hands and arms helps you to hold your buttôs position against the edge of the 

seat, so you are not aiming to lift the bike by pulling upwards; your arms and elbows will stay in the same 

position throughout; itôs your legs which move the bike. 

When youôre ready warn your helpers youôre about to start and then, making a positive effort to lean back-

wards and to hold your elbows in the same position, keeping your back/butt in the same position against the 

edge of the riderôs seat, push away from with your feet.  Using your powerful leg muscles to push your feet 

away from you will cause the bike to want to move in the opposite direction, away from your feet, which 

due to friction with the ground will stay where they are. 

Effectively your legs, as they get longer because your are straightening them, work like an extending prop 

between the ground under your feet and the edge of th riderôs seat.  You are not trying to pull upwards with 

your arms, you merely hold your arms in a fixed position to help your butt stay in place. 

The bikeôs tires will prevent the bike from moving sideways away from you so in response to the in re-

sponse to the near horizontal force you are applying to the bike with your butt it will start to rise from the 

ground. 
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Keeping your arms and therefore also you butt in place, you straighten your legs (as a pair) almost com-

pletely.  When  your legs are almost straight (and not before) you start taking tiny steps backwards, one foot 

after the other, one inch or so at a time. Providing you have kept your butt in place by keeping your arms in a 

fixed position the bike will continue to rise.  You must also continue leaning backwards.  The effort required 

to keep the bike lifting gets progressively easier once youôve got it started, especially as you approach the 

vertical. 

Using this technique a rider can raise his GoldWing from the ground without assistance if necessary. 
S T E P  5  ð P A R K I N G  T H E  B I K E  O N  I T S  S I D E  S T A N D  

As the bike approaches a vertical position the force required to move it reduces markedly.  Although your 

position on the bike isnôt your usual one when you are holding it upright you will find it surprising easy to 

hold vertical, even if you havenôt got any helpers.  Donôt worry unduly about the bike going right over and 

falling the other way; thatôs extremely unlikely to happen. You will feel the balance zone easily enough, 

even though you are back to the seat. 

At this point you will need to turn yourself around in order to face the bike and grip both handlebars conven-

tionally, so you can park the bike safely on its side stand.  Turning yourself around while balancing the bike 

vertically is easier than you think.  You already have one hand on the handlebars, so all you need to do is 

release your grip on the passenger hand-grip and roll yourself forwards so you can use it to to change hands 

on the handlebar grip, then transfer your free hand across to the other side, then stand up. 

If the side stand isnôt already out, then of course you need to remember to put it out before you lower the 

bike on to it. 

Then you can breath a sight of relief and thank your helpers before checking for damage to your crash bars, 

and another sigh of relief when you confirm that there isnôt any. 

 

 

Toni Ann Boquet 

Evie Lieberman 

Doug Soule 

Terry Ward 

Jim & Sandi OôDowd 

 

David & JoAnn Hill 
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With the adage of ñDo it while ya still canò , we set out on a 24 day trip to the Northwest  in July 
that covered over 7600 total miles and involved traveling through 13 different states and averag-
ing over 300 miles a day. 
Getting to the outskirts of the Rockies and the Northwestern states, and doing it so we could en-
joy the beauty of the mountains was the hardest part.  To solve this dilemma, we trailered our 05 
GL and our Bushtec to Bozeman, Montana over a hard three-day drive from Nashville.  Once we 
were in Bozeman, we down-loaded the Wing and the Bushtec and parked our truck at a relativeôs 
home.  From there, we set off for a wonderful ride through the best of the Northwest.  
We started off celebrating the 4th of July weekend in Yellowstone National Park in Wyoming.  
Yellowstone is a wonderful park full of great roads and wonderfully winding curves.   Obviously 
our nationôs first national park has a lot to offer visitors. Old Faithful and Grand Prismatic Spring 
are world-renowned favorites along with many other beautifully inspiring examples of Godôs crea-
tion.   The biggest draw -back to riding through the park is the long trains of cars and recreational 
vehicles that build up in lock-step fashion, all following each other with 20 feet of distance be-
tween bumpers due to the parkôs posted speed of 45 MPH.  I found myself often taking chances 
to pass a string of five or more vehicles, when straight -aways were available, or in the rare 
chance of good visibility around a curve to assure that I was not going to become a statistic of 
speed and too many tourists on the parkôs roads.   Obviously, if I had been caught, the fine would 
have been painful.  We saw a large variety of wildlife as well, but the most plentiful was Buffalo 
and Elk.  We also had the fortune to see a cow Moose, which is not something that most visitors 
to Yellowstone can claim.   We looked for Bear and would have loved to seen one from a dis-
tance.  Apparently we were in the area of the park when the unfortunate recent incident of a man 
getting attacked and killed by a black bear occurred.  We heard on the news that he was hiking 
down a back trail and happened to come between a cow and her cubs.  Most people going to Yel-
lowstone are there to experience nature and to see wildlife.  You might be able to image that 
backed-up traffic that occurs on the limited roads of the park when a large animal worth seeing is 
spotted by passing traffic.  Iôd advise any travelers on bikes going to Yellowstone to take bug 
spray for those moments as you will often find yourself just waiting for hundreds of cars to creep 
by, occupants with cameras in hand, while the local mosquitoes attack you in swarms.  Actually, 
Iôm convinced that some of those animals we saw were actually park employees, who were 
tasked to be in an animal costume and to look like the real thing and attract visitors to the park.   
It often seemed that we saw the same animals in the same area each day.  
 Our 4th of July was very memorable.  We traveled the 150+ miles distance between the 
village of West Yellowstone and Cody, Wyoming and encountered a very violent, cold front as it  
 

 

Tennessee Toes in the Pacific :  Terry Ward 



D I X I E  W I N G S  

P A G E  8  

Cont. from page 7 
blew across the area.   Wind gusts had to be upwards of 30 miles an hour, or so it seemed.  
Without our rain -gear (as we all know, take it, no matter how sunny the forecast might be) we 
decided to ride the storm out, in the visitorôs center of Old Faithful.  As you might expect, within a 
half an hour, the front had blown through and we made to the village of West Yellowstone by 
9:00 pm, and the fireworks show at dark.  I eagerly look forward to returning there in the future 
and hope to actually stay at one of the parkôs many lodges. 
The following day we departed Yellowstone and motored south of the park and then west 
through Teton Pass and into central Idaho.  The town of Jackson Hole is great for those who 
want to get a real taste of the West in a town that caters to tourists.   We continued across the 
pass and on to Craters of The Moon National Monument and over-night at Hailey, ID.  We trav-
eled over 370 miles that day.  I was glad to get off of the Wing.  
The next dayôs drive took us across the moun-
tains to Hellôs Canyon in Oregon.  The name 
Hellôs Canyon was given because of the heat.  It 
was 98 degrees at 6:00 pm.  Even if it was a 
ñdry-heatò, it was still miserably hot.  There are 
very limited overnight places to stay, and even 
less places to eat.   I would say that everyone 
we talked with seemed to be very nice and very 
interested in who we were and where we were 
from.  
Our next dayôs ride took us from eastern Oregon 
to the central part of the state.  We could see Mt 
Hood, some 100 miles northwest of us, and we 
could see the huge mountain range named The 
Three Sisters Pass (Faith, Hope and Charity) 
right before us.  As we entered the upper elevation we found that we had to detour around the 
pass due to SNOW.  As we motored toward Eugene on Oregon on route 126, we attempted to 
visit the Painted Hills of Oregon but the asphalt entrance road turned to gravel at the main gate 
of the park, and so we turned around out of concern of getting a flat tire.  Arriving in Eugene in 
the later afternoon was quite the experience.  I found that most of Oregonôs roads were a hodge-
podge of pot-hole patches and shoddy, poor-quality repairs that often left large furrows or other 
road hazards that had to be navigated around.  With the evenings setting sun in my eyes, it was 
at time dangerous.  We spent a few nights with family members and friends near Eugene, and 
then sprinted to the Oregon Coast for the pleasure of seeing the setting sun from the Pacific 
Ocean, and even got our toes wet in the coastal surf.   Riding in Portland, Oregon was a concern 
due to poor roads, poor signage and too much traffic on antiquated highway their systems.  As 
an offset, visiting Multnomah Falls east of Portland was very enjoyable and an easy-to-find attrac-
tion that is right off the main road.   In my experience, I would have to rate the road quality in 
Oregon as mostly HAZARDOUS, and advise anyone riding there of the inherent danger associated 
with poorly maintained roads.  
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As the trip progressed we crossed the Columbia River at Stevenson, Washington.  Thinking we 
could utilize a back door entrance to Mt St.Helen National Park, we gravely discovered the only 
road through the entire area was closed due to SNOW (in July!)  that had not melted off from last 
winter.  That meant a huge detour and some boring interstate time.  
Having been stationed in the Tacoma and Seattle, Washington areas while a young, enlisted sol-
dier, I found it great to be back in the area.  Not surprisingly, I didnôt seem to recognize very 
much due to the tremendous population growth that has occurred there.  Through meeting a few 
GL 1500 riders from Canada, we learned of a Steve Sanders ( the Irish guy who has a web site  
for all things about Gold Wings ) rally in Port Orchard, Washington  and had a chance to attend 
one of their suppers and talk bikes and swap stories with everyone.   I had hoped we would see a 
lot of Mt Ranier from Seattle, but the infamous grey -day weather of the region did not cooperate.  
After enjoying a few art museums and the world - famous Seattle Space Needle, we made it be-
yond our half-way point of our trip.  

As we made the turn to 
head east, we rode up to 
Paradise Park on Mt Ranier.  
Itôs a wonderful Alpine 
style area and things just 
seem to be bigger and the 
air cleaner.  Iôd highly rec-
ommend a visit there is 
you plan to make it to 
Washington.  After spend-
ing several hours at the 
visitorôs center, we took off 
through the twisty roads of 
the park to the arid part of 
central Washington.  As the 

day grew long, Mt Ranier finally graced us with a view of its peak, at 14,411 feet above sea level, 
some 100 miles behind us, sporting a view of the sun as it was setting behind the mountain in my 
rear-view mirror.    I will always remember that image, and use it as a motivator to return to 
Ranier again someday. 
Middle Idaho was a real challenge.  As we entered SR 12 across the state, we were greeted with 
a sign informing us of 99 miles of curvy road ahead.    They lied; the road was a lot longer than 
99 miles.  When combined with a misty rain and poor road quality, it made for a long and cold 
day.   I also discovered that while pulling a trailer full of our gear, my fuel mileage on the Wing 
will average around 33.8 mpg.  Fortunately, I discovered the easy way that I can squeeze 210 
miles and perhaps a little more out of a tank of fuel.  I put 6.2 gallons in my 6.6 tank at the first 
available fuel stop.   Yup, needless to say, I was getting real nervous.  

Missoula, Montana is a great little town with some wonderful roads and lots of beautiful scenery.  
Our last day on the bike was somewhat disappointing.  It seems to be standard practice in Mon-
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the high way and then make both lanes of traffic suffer through 15 miles of gravel roads with lots 
of washboard patterns and tons of dust.  Another practice they seem to be fond of is spraying hot 
tar on a primary road and then adding crushed gravel on top of it as a wear surface.   Unfortu-
nately we had to experience both of these poor conditions.    As we hit the planes of Southwestern 
Montana, the wind became a real concern with the wind gusting that seemed intent on attempting 
to blow our helmets off and buffeting our Wing from one side of the traffic lane to the other.    As 
my final day on the bike came to an end, I was thankful for this wonderful country and the great 
opportunity we have to enjoy our freedom and our countryôs beauty, but glad to get off of it. 
Our final leg of the trip took was finished with the truck and trailer, traveling to Devils Tower in 
Wyoming, followed by with an overnight in Sturgis South Dakota.  Fortunately Bike Week was a 
few weeks off, so there were plenty of rooms and few straight pipes to listen to, so our visit was 
good.   The next morning we caught the grandeur of Mount Rushmore and the Crazy Horse monu-
ment, both in South Dakota before heading southeast, and home.    Iôll be ready to go again next 
year, whose game? 
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July 

16   Chapter Z Pancake breakfast 

30 Tennessee/Alabama Hamburger Run 

 

August 

11-13 Kentucky District Rally 

 

September 

10 TN District Picnic 

17 Chapter C Wings Across Tennessee 

24 Chapter S  FUN DAY 

22-24 North Carolina District Rally 

 

October 

6-8 Virginia District Rally 

7-9 Barber Motorsports park 

13-15 Mississippi District Rally 

21-23 Chapter Y Fall Color Ride 

29 Chapter N FUN DAY 

 

November 

19 TN District Operations Meeting 



1989 Mount Rd. 

Lewisburg, Tennessee 37091 

931-270-8082 

931-607-5836 

pinball@dixiewingstn.com 

Tennessee Chapter H  

Dixie Wings  

 

www.dixiewingstn.com  

 

Tennessee Chapter H 

Dixie Wings 
 

Meets on the 4th Saturday Morning of  

each month. 

We eat at 8:00 am and have a short 

meeting At 9:00 am at 

 

Honda of Cool Springs  
1096 McEwen Dr. 

Franklin, Tennessee 37067 
 


